
 

MOFGA Certification Services (MCS) and MOFGA have been
working to understand the timing and distribution of the 2025
Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), provided
annually by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA),
due to the delay in congressional funding for the program for
2025. On July 4, 2025, legislation known as a reconciliation
bill titled H.R. 1, of the 119th Congress was signed into law. The
bill funded a few programs related to organic agriculture,
including the organic cost-share rebate. To learn more about
the OCCSP, please visit the USDA-FSA website. 

This bill provides funding for the OCCSP at its current funding
level (roughly $8 million per year nationally) through 2031. Due
to the delay in getting funding for this program and the time of
year the bill was signed, in addition to the government
shutdown that started on Oct. 1, we have not, at the time of
this writing in early November, seen any notifications from
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) alerting producers and states
that the funding is available. Before FSA can make this year’s
funding available, they must first issue a final rule for the cost
share funding, and a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NFO) to
the states to determine which ones want to continue
administering the program.

The OCCSP is funded through the Farm Bill, which is subject to
congressional negotiation and runs on a five-year cycle. The
Agricultural Marketing Assistance (AMA) cost share is a separate
funding appropriation that has permanent funding through the
Commodity Credit Corporation, and is not subject to
negotiation like the OCCSP is through the Farm Bill. AMA is
available in 16 states where participation in the Federal Crop
Insurance Program is historically low: Connecticut, Delaware,
Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Utah, Vermont, West Virginia, and Wyoming, and is only for
farm-based operations. In 2024, Maine’s organic cost share
payments were a 50/50 split between OCCSP and AMA funds. 

We have been hearing mixed messages from USDA-FSA so
far this year, and without congressional action, the AMA
funds that would be allocated for the 16 states may be
spread across all 50 states, and on a first come, first
served basis. 

With all this in mind, and the fact that we are closing in on the
end of the calendar year, FSA may end up rolling out both the
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2025 and 2026 reimbursements in 2026. We have heard that
FSA has the authority to use the fiscal year 2025 funding even
after the fiscal year ends. We remain hopeful, and MOFGA and
coalition partners continue to be in contact with FSA, but there
is the possibility that 2025 cost share reimbursements aren’t
issued until sometime in 2026. MCS will continue to track the
timing of the 2025 reimbursement and will update you all as
we learn more. 

While the funding is welcome news in the short term, the
amount has proven to not be sufficient to cover all
reimbursement requests across the country. MOFGA continues
to advocate for increases to this very important program for
small to mid-size organic producers to ensure that the cost of
organic certification is affordable. 

At this time, the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry (DACF) is planning to administer the cost share
reimbursements for producers in Maine, similar to past years.
Our understanding is that DACF will be filing the intent to
administer the funding for Maine when FSA makes the funds
available. MCS has been working with DACF to provide the lists
of producers’ certification fees for 2025, so that they are ready
to start issuing payments as soon as the funding is received. 

USDA and congressional leaders need to hear from farmers
directly about the impacts that the cost share has for them, and
we encourage producers to contact their legislators so they are
aware of the issue and impact. 

USDA Organic Cost Share Update            
By Chris Grigsby, MCS Director

For producers that wish to contact legislators, you
can find your legislative office phone numbers
here:

Senate: senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm

House: house.gov/representatives   

Please contact MCS if you have any questions. We will
continue to provide additional updates as we understand
more about the timing and notice of funding availability.

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/organic-certification-cost-share-program-occsp
https://www.senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm
https://www.house.gov/representatives

