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2025 Drought Conditions and Organic Livestock

Considerations

By Laurah Brown, MCS Certification Specialist,
Dairy and Livestock Lead

Maine and New Hampshire farmers continue to experience
severe drought conditions with Extreme Drought (D3)
conditions affecting large areas of both states. The 2025
drought is impacting water supplies resulting in dry wells. You
can find detailed drought maps and data through the U.S.
Drought Monitor and state-specific resources like the Maine
Drought Task Force Report and the NH Department of
Environmental ~ Services  (NHDES).  Additionally, =~ MOFGA
Certification Services (MCS) has a blog post on our website
listing additional resources and programs that the state of
Maine and Farm Service Agency (FSA) offer to help support
farmers through drought impacts.

Despite a wet start to the growing season in the spring, MCS
began receiving calls from producers in the certified organic
dairy community around feed concerns and pasture health by
the end of June. Hay yields were reported down 5 to 40% and
the need to supplement feed on pasture started early in the
grazing season. Farmers found themselves needing to feed
their winter hay reserves, leaving many farms needing to
purchase feed with borrowed money in order to make it
through winter. Farmers are facing tough culling decisions, too,
as they look at the cost of borrowing money to feed the
livestock over winter.

In 2025, several MCS producers expressed concern about
meeting the pasture rule. The requirement of the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture National
Organic ~ Program  (USDA-NOP)
standards for ruminant livestock is
CERTIFIED for animals to be on pasture for a

ORGANIC R of 120 days and a

minimum of 30% Dry Matter

BY
MOFG?’ Intake (DMI) from pasture.

(Continued on page 12)

02

03

03

04

13)

06

08

09

10

13

Inside this Issue

Field Notes

Farmers facing new challenges amid
positive collaborations among local and
organic agricultural sector.

NOP and NOSB Updates & Impacts
Due to Shutdown

Due to the government shutdown the
NOSB meeting was canceled.

Grow a Row for the Fair

The Common Kitchen seeks donations of
local, organically raised foods to support
our kitchen for the duration of the Fair.

Dairy isn’t Dead

Consumer demand for organic dairy has
been the wisp of air to relight the cold
embers of a smothered industry.

Dear Certification Specialist

Rodent management on a certified
organic farm should take a multistep
approach.

Organic Impact Report

Shifting trends: Organic Farming in Maine
2017-2022. Demand for organic products
remains strong.

Rooted in Relationships

Cultivating relationships and resources
that keep MOFGA strong to serve farmers,
and Maine’s organic food system.

Federal Policy Update in the Face
of the Shutdown

Report losses due to drought now. Critical
services paused during federal shutdown.

MCS Makes Changes to Fee
Schedule for 2026

Changes to the fee schedule for MCS,
take effect beginning January 1, 2026

MCS Makes Changes to Fee
Schedule for 2026




MOFGA Certification Services LLC (MCS)

Laurah Brown—Certification Specialist

Benjamin Clark—Staff Inspector

Hattie Cookson - Operations and Administrative Assistant
Chris Grigsby=MCS Director

Marta Laszkiewicz —Operations Administrator & Inspection
Program Manager

Lily Macone - Staff Inspector

Jacomijn Schravesande-Gardei—-Associate Director of Crops
Julie Trudel-Materials Reviewer & MC3 Program Coordinator
Kristen Walker—Cerfifiction Specialist— Maple Lead, Staff
Inspector

John Welton—Certification & Quality Specialist

Adele Wise—Staff Inspector

certification@mofga.org
www.mofgacertification.org
207-568-6030 Fax: 866-344-0991

r3 )

MOFGA Farmer Programs

Ryan Dennett—Farmer Programs Director

Bo Dennis—Beginning Farmer Programs Specialist
Caleb Goossen—Crops & Conservation Specialist
Nicholas Lindholm—Organic

Marketing and Business Specialist

Meg Mitchell— Climate Smart and

Organic Transition Specialist

Anna Mueller—Farmer Professional Development
Specialist

Jacki Perkins—Organic Dairy Specialist

farmerprograms@mofga.org

MOFGA's Newsletter for Organic Producers Fall 2025

Field Notes

By Chris Grigsby, MCS Director

As T was preparing to write this column for the fall 2025
newsletter, I went back to see what I had written for our last
issue in spring 2025. I was taken aback at the tone of what I
had written in April when so much was going on with federal
funding freezes and so many changes in the priorities of U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA). It's hard to believe but in the
six months since our last issue there have been additional
challenges on top of those we were dealing with in the spring.

For starters, at the time of this writing, the federal government is
shut down with no end in sight, significantly affecting farmers
and food producers. There has still not been any Notice of
Funding Opportunity issued by the USDA Farm Service Agency
(FSA) for the organic cost share program, despite funding for
this program being signed into law on July 4. We continue to
see negative ripple effects on the agricultural sector due to
tariffs. Costs continue to increase across the board.
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits for
millions of people in need (with a significant amount of them
being children and the elderly) hang in the balance, and 535
members of Congress are the only ones that can do anything
about it. Adding to all of these challenges is the severe drought
affecting large portions of Maine and New Hampshire! I'm
hopeful the article in this issue about the 2025 drought and
the list of support opportunities that exist will be helpful to you
all.

Despite all of these challenges, we do see some positivity and
collaboration among our local and organic agricultural sector,
and MOFGA-certified producers are stepping up to meet the
needs of our communities. Even with the uncertainty of the
cost share that so many small farmers and producers rely on,
we will be finishing the year with around 530 certified organic
operations, and 7 certified clean cannabis operations. Below
are some other metrics and data as we near the end of 2025.

One bright spot we noted is that producers reported actual
gross income totaling $161 million in 2024, which was up from
$122 million in 2023.

® .
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Certification by the
Numbers 2025

MOFGA Certified Organic Producers -
532 (56 are New Hampshire based, 3
in Massachusetts)
MOFGA Certified Clean Cannabis
Producers - 7
Total production categories - 812
o Mixed vegetable and crop farms -
390
On-farm processors - 95
Dairies - 50

Livestock (non-dairy) - 29

Processor/handlers - 103

Maple syrup - 58

Wild blueberry operations - 55

Mushroom growers - 17

Sea vegetable operations - 15
2025 applicants - 49
2025 surrenders - 47
Certified acreage in 2025 - 72,122
$161 million in gross sales reported by
organic producers in 2024
Total inspections completed in 2024
(annual, unannounced, team,
pesticide residue, additional, etc.) -
605

As you'll read in the pages of this newsletter, MOFGA and MCS$
continue to work with and support those in our community,
and we will continue to do so despite the challenges that exist
right now. As we saw during the height of the pandemic
several years ago, the MOFGA-certified community comes
together when times are tough to take care of our friends and
neighbors by providing the highest quality food around.
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NOP and NOSB Updates &

Impacts Due to Shutdown
By Chris Grigsby, MCS Director

Typically, this article in each of our newsletters highlights the
spring or fall meeting of the National Organic Standards Board
(NOSB) and other information related to the USDA National
Organic Program (NOP). Due to the government shutdown that
started on October 1, the NOSB meeting that was going to be
held in Omaha, Nebraska, from November 4-6 was canceled.
The meeting materials, agenda, and other details can be found
at the USDA website (www.ams.usda.gov/event/national-
organic-standards-board-nosb-meeting-fall-2025).

Important votes usually happen at the fall meeting, including
the National List of Allowed and Prohibited Substances sunset
process, in which certain items on the list get reviewed. As part
of this process, it is determined as to whether or not they
should stay on the list.

(Continued on page 11)

Grow a Row for the Fair

By April Boucher, Common Ground Country Fair
Director

MOFGA's Common Kitchen invites you to Grow a Row for
the Common Ground Country Fair!

We are approaching our 50th annual Common Ground
Country Fair and MOFGA would love to celebrate this
milestone with our dedicated community and volunteers. The
Common Kitchen seeks donations of local, organically raised
foods to support our kitchen for the duration of the Fair. We
also use donations for planning and educational events
throughout the year. Consider planting an extra row of corn,
carrots, tomatoes, or other vegetables to donate! We also
love donations of other organic products such as meat, eggs,
and maple syrup.

If you have any questions or you're thinking about growing
and donating food, please contact MOFGA’s Common
Kitchen manager and Fair food liaison, Deb Paredes, at

dparedes@mofga.org or 207-568-6004.

CERTIFIED
MOFGA’s Common Kitchen and Volunteers

With deep gratitude and thanks,
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Dairy isn’t Dead

By Jacki Perkins, MOFGA’s Organic Livestock Specialist

We've all become accustomed to the words “dairy crisis.” Those
of us plugged into agriculture know that it's true. We know how
important one dairy farm can be to the underpinning of our
state and regional economy. The compounding forces of low
pay prices, high costs of production, and a near monopolistic
milk market in the region is more than enough to drive away
any incoming interest, and cause current business owners to
think long and hard about continuing.

But, folks ... Dairy. Is. Not. Dead! Consumer demand for organic
dairy has been the wisp of air to relight the cold embers of a
Following that demand, processing
companies have made the decision to expand their reach and

smothered industry.
sourcing. That reach has started to become broad enough to
make it into the upper reaches of the Northeast, where more
processing options for local-scale dairy are still a relative pipe
dream. Established dairy producers — these ever-resilient,
Yankee-stubborn, hardcore land stewards — found ways to
operate their businesses at a loss until recent industry changes
allowed for pay increases and, most excitingly, newly certified
dairy operations to enter the market. The expansion of
Stonyfield has given market diversity to regions that have been
pigeonholed into less-than-ideal situations. Market demand for
organic milk has been a catalyst driving newer processors like
Maple Hill and Origin to seek sourcing opportunities farther
outside their current range. The market competition is a healthy
breath of fresh air to an otherwise struggling industry.

Additionally, a look at satellite markets that affect dairy farms
shows that, with some strategic business planning, and
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attention to enterprise budgeting and costs analysis, alternative
sources of income have the potential to keep the farm not just
viable but profitable.

This year, organic grain prices are trending downward, and the
overall beef market is facing pressures that have finishing
operations turning their eyes and wallets to the dairy industry
for feeder calves. The trend of the dairy industry to breed their
low-end cows to beef has been a boon to both sectors. This
symbiotic business model has room to expand and continue, if
lessons could be taken from our European counterparts. Their
dairy industry supplies a healthy percentage of their beef
market with animals as can be seen in the feed efficiency of
their popular cattle breeds. The American beef-on-dairy market
as yet holds a small percentage of the feeder-to-finisher
pipeline.

The bright spots for the organic dairy industry do not
necessarily mean that things are getting easy given this is a
commodity product in a national and global market. There will
always be uncertainty around weather, labor, and geopolitical
issues that everyday people have little to no control over. With
new market opportunities driven by consumer demand and
industry competition, organic dairy is being allowed to come up
for air, and the industry remains alive for the future.

CERTIFIED
ORGANIC




Dear Certification Specialist

My farm has always squeaked by with using traps for
rodents, but lately the rodents seem to be rattled with
excitement, and I have to make a rat-ical decision. I would
like to use a rodenticide, but I dont know if this plan is
knowledgeable with organic certification. Can you chew on
that idea?

Thank you!

Whisker Me Away

Dear Whisker Me Away,

We understand that rodents can cause serious problems (such
as damages to buildings and crops, food safety issues, etc.) for
organic producers. But the National Organic Program (NOP)
rule has a multistep approach to pest management that must
be followed before making a “rat-ical” decision. Pest
management on a certified organic farm should take a
multistep approach that can be found in NOP §205.271
regarding facility pest management standards.

Level A. First, producers must use management practices to
prevent problems before they happen. Prevent rodents from
causing damage to your farm by removing possible habitats,
and keeping rodents away from food sources. Physical barriers
to food, such as fences, wire baskets, or even trenches and
irrigation can be effective.

Level B. When prevention is not enough, mechanical and
physical controls, such as snap traps or electronic traps, may be
used when level A methods are not enough. Trapping can be
very effective when used with persistence, skill, and the right
kind of trap (there are many kinds on the market). Selection of
attractive bait is also important. Rodents go for fish, oatmeal,
bacon, and sweets, among other things. Select a trap location
inaccessible to children, livestock, pets, and non-target species.
Good old-fashioned predation is one of the best ways to
control rodent populations. Development of habitat for natural
enemies of pests, or a good barn cat, also fits this category.

Level C: When Levels A and B have failed, materials on the
National List may be used. Natural materials, in general, are
allowed. A few, however, such as arsenic and strychnine, are
prohibited. Synthetic materials are generally prohibited, with
Vitamin D3 as an exception. Vitamin D3-containing rodenticides
produce hypercalcemia, making it an effective poison. Rodents
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generally die within two days following ingestion and do not
appear to exhibit bait shyness. However, care should be used
when placing this bait, particularly where dogs and cats are
present, both of which may eat it as well. Agrid3 and Terad3 are
examples of Vitamin D3-containing rodenticides that are on the
Organic Materials Review Institute (OMRI) list. When you have
to resort to the use of approved products, you must keep pest
control records.

Level D methods may only be used if Levels A, B, and C are not
enough to control pests. Level D practices include the use of
insecticides and rodenticides not on the National List. All
must be approved by MOFGA
Certification Services before use, and a protocol must be
written to prevent contamination of organic products.

materials and methods

Hope this helps you in making your decision!

Jacomijn Gardei, MCS Associate Director of Crops

*

Staff Notes

There have been some changes to MOFGA Cerfification
Services (MCYS) staff since our last issue of The Organic Sprout
newsletter in the spring.

We bid farewell to longtime staff member Grace Keown, who
wrapped up her time with MCS at the end of July, after almost
18 years in positions at both MOFGA and MCS. Brittany “Bee”
Cooper departed MCS in mid-June, shifting to working for
California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF), another organic
certification agency.

MCS and MOFGA welcome new additions to our team. Hattie
Cookson joins the MCS team as our operations and
administrative assistant, bringing her background in operational
systems to the position. Lily Macone was hired in late
September as a new staff inspector. Lily has worked on organic
crop and livestock farms for several years, in addition to
running her own farm, Crowded Hearth Farm, in Lincolnville.
Additionally, Jordan Andrews has joined MOFGA as data
systems manager, overseeing MOFGA and MCS databases and
CRM platforms. Welcome Hattie, Lily, and Jordan! TR0
IFI
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Shifting Trends:
Organic Farming in Maine 2007-2022

The Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association ({MOFGA) has been offering farmer support
programs for over 50 years, and while the findings of this report show that the demand for organic products
remains strong, the number of certified organic farms has declined. Understanding the organic farming landscape
in Maine is critical to shaping MOFGA's programming to continue to best support farmers at all stages of business
development. In the early 2000's, the trends were heading in a positive direction — increases in the number of
certified organic acreage and farms, increases in the number of new and beginning farmers, and increases in the
number of women farmers. This report shows that while sales for organic products remain high — growing 67%
between 2007 and 2022 and contributing $74 million in economic impact to the state — the once positive trends
we saw around organic farming piqued in 2017, with slight decreases through 2022.

MOFGA analyzed several large-scale datasets (MASS census data and survey data,
IMPLAN software results, and MOFGA's Farmer Goals Survey) to make sense of statewide
trends across the organic farming sector between 2007-2022, with a focus on change over
time, economic impact, farmer goals, and financial sustainability.

While we found encouraging trends for some metrics, others gave us pause, while still
others seemed contradictory until we dug into the nuances. Some of the key findings are
summatized below. The full report can be found on our website.

Key Findings

While organic product sales in Maine grew 110% from 2007-2022, increasing from over $23 million in 2007 to
almost $50 million in 2022, there was a peak in 2017 at $60 million, followed by a decline in sales across Maine’s

Changes in Product Sales by Organic certified organic farms from 2017 to 2022,

Sector (2017 vs 2022) From the peak in 2017, Maine organic product
sales decreased across the three largest sectors:
A Fruits ( +117%) dairy, vegetables, and "other crops,” which includes
Nursery and Grains {1 734%) hay and maple. However, several organic sectors
4 3,000,000 = flowers

saw increased product sales from 2017 to 2022

(+113%) Poultry and . : . £
HES00000. othor apimelincluding fruit, nursery and flowers, grain, and
$ 1,000,000 (+748%)  poultry and other animals.

During this pericd (2017 to 2022), while organic
farming revenue decreased in Maine, organic
farming revenue in the United States and in the
Mortheast grew. What's more, Maine lost certified
organic farms, dropping from 582 in 2007 to 425 in

5 1,000,000 -
5 2,000,000 =
% 3,000,000 =

% 4,000,000 = Othar crops (4 32%)

$ 5,000,000 o Vegetables {4 30%) 2022. It is interesting to note that, in light of these
$ 6,000,000 = two trends, the average revenue per organic farm
P—— increased over the 15-year period (2007 to 2022), from

& Daiyi3e) $40,060in 2007 to $115,329 in 2022, a 188% increase.

CERTIFIED
ORGANIC
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Shifting Trends:
Organic Farming in Maine 2007-2022

Despite the fluctuations in various sectors, the overall economic impact of Maine's organic agriculture
increased from $65 million in 2007 to $74 million in 2022 (adjusted for inflation), a 14% increase.

The landscape of Maine organic farming is changing. The number of certified organic farms has declined, as
has the number of young farmers, and the number of farmers citing farming as their primary occupation.

Many farms struggle to generate enough revenue to cover expenses, loan payments, and
provide sufficient owner's draw. Despite these financial challenges, Maine organic farmers
want to stay farming. They want to increase their incomes and their quality of life. They hope

to do so by diversifying their production; focusing more of their marketing efforts towards

on-farm sales; and investing in infrastructure, season extension, and increased scale.
Farmers cited climate change, and the availability and affordability of labor as their main
challenges to maintaining a viable business. As a benchmark, we determined that, on
average, Maine’s organic farms experience a 33% labor cost to sales ratio.

Where Does Each Dollar Recieved by a Maine Organic Farmer Go?

Loan payments (4.8%)

Owner/Operator Hired labor (16.4%)
Labor (14.4%)

— |

Equipment Non-labar
repl;ff;‘;enf expenses

/ (61.1%)

Maine's food access programs, such as Maine Harvest Bucks and Mainers Feeding
Mainers, are growing and represent potential market opportunities for Maine farmers.

However, the recent cuts in federal funding to support food access programs may put these
market channels at risk.

To learn more about MOFGA's farmer resources, visit our website. We are looking for
feedback as well as measuring the impact of knowledge gained on specific topics from
this report. Please take a moment to complete a brief evaluation form. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

CERTIFIED
ORGANIC
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Rooted in Relationships
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Introducing MOFGA’s Membership and Development Team

By Mary Weitzman, MOFGA’s Membership and Development Director

As a MOFGA-certified producer, you already know that farming
is about relationships between people, soil, and community. The
same is true for the work we do in MOFGA's membership and
development department. Our job is to cultivate the
relationships and resources that keep MOFGA strong, so we
can better serve you, your farms, and Maine’s organic food
system.

Our department manages MOFGA's fundraising, membership,
and donor engagement — the behind-the-scenes work that
ensures programs and services have the support they need to
thrive. We generate support for farmer training, certification,
advocacy, public education, the Common Ground Country Fair,
and the dedicated people and systems that make these
initiatives possible. We also connect with thousands of
individuals, including members, donors, volunteers, and event
attendees, helping them find meaningful ways to support
Maine’s organic farmers. Every renewed membership, donation,
and volunteer hour strengthens the resources that flow back to
you through farmer programs, advocacy, and expanding market
opportunities.

Our team secures philanthropic support from members and
individual donors to sustain programs, services, and innovation
across the organization. We pursue grants from foundations
and government agencies to underwrite farmer tfraining, PFAS
chemical contamination response, climate resilience, and more.
Through our events and campaigns, from the Common Ground
Country Fair to donor visits and gatherings, we bring people
together to celebrate Maine’s farmers and the local food
system. Through strategic communications, we share the story
and impact of MOFGAs work, keeping our members and
supporters informed, inspired, and connected to the community
they help nurture.

All of these efforts ensure MOFGA remains a strong, stable
organization capable of serving farmers, gardeners, and eaters
well into the future. For certified organic producers, this
translates into direct, tangible benefits: ongoing investment in
MOFGA Certification Services to keep costs manageable and
expanded grants, educational
programs, and producer support funds to help you build
resilience and sustainability; a growing membership base that
champions, buys, and promotes Maine’s organic products; and

services farmer-focused;

greater  visibility ~and  market through  our
communications and events that highlight the work of certified

organic producers like you.

access

In 2026, welll celebrate the 50th Common Ground Country
Fair, a milestone that honors half a century of Maine farmers,
gardeners, and food producers coming together to share
knowledge, values, and good food. The membership and
development team is organizing a series of special events
across the state to mark this occasion, and we'd love to feature
our certified organic producers front and center.

There will be opportunities for you to promote your farms and
products, participate in the 50th celebration events, and help
tell the story of how organic farming has shaped Maine’s
economy and culture over the last five decades. If you're
interested in getting involved, please don't wait to connect.

You are the heart of MOFGA. The relationships we build with
you and on your behalf keep this organization growing. Thank
you for all you do to grow good food, steward the land, and
strengthen our shared community.

If you have ideas, want to get involved in our 50th
celebrations, or want to chat about how we can better support
you, please reach out!

Mary Weitzman
Membership and Development Director
mweitzman@mofga.org

CERTIFIED
ORGANIC




MOFGA's Newsletter for Organic Producers Fall 2025

Federal Policy Update in the Face of the Shutdown

By Bill Pluecker, MOFGA’s Public Policy Organizer

I'm writing this as the federal government shutdown continues
to disrupt crucial agricultural services, and I wanted to provide
you with an update on recent developments that impact
Maine's farming community. While uncertainty remains, there
have been several significant announcements in recent days
that deserve your attention as we move forward.

In response to intense pressure from farmers facing
compounding economic crises, the US. Department of
(USDA) October 21  that
approximately 2,100 county-level Farm Service Agency (FSA)
offices will reopen this week with limited staffing. Each office
will bring back two staff members to administer essential
programs, including Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, loan processing, and disaster
assistance. If you have experienced losses due to drought, now
is the time to report those losses to the offices.

Agriculture announced on

This partial reopening provides some relief for farmers who
have been unable to access critical services during the
shutdown. However, it's important to note that this is not a full
restoration of services. The larger aid package designed to
address economic losses stemming from ongoing trade disputes
remains to be determined and likely wont be announced until
after the shutdown ends. Early indications suggest this package
may prioritize soy producers who have been particularly hard
hit, though no official details have been released. With the
potential for a new trade deal with China, there is no telling
what sort of relief program might be available.

The most alarming development of the shutdown has been the
cancellation of the federal funds for Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits in November. At the time of
cancellation, 25 states announced their inability to pay for
November benefits. While some states have communicated
contingency plans, many have not clarified how they will
proceed if the shutdown extends through the month's end.

This situation poses severe risks to our communities and the
local food economy. Many farmers depend on SNAP customers,
and the loss of these benefits would ripple throughout our food
system. Organizations like the Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities have published analysis on USDA's existing authority to
address these issues; if Congress were to pass funding, SNAP
could continue to be paid for even without a full agreement
bringing the government back from shutdown.

MOFGA and our coalition partners continue to advocate for
the potential inclusion of several marker bills in any continuing
resolution that could bring the government back from
shutdown. The last Farm Bill that was passed by Congress in
2018 expired at the end of September. Congress will have to
take some sort of action by the end of the year to ensure that
the Agricultural Act of 1949 does not become standing law
once again. That law would require a dramatic rewrite of all
existing support programs for commodities, possibly raising
consumer costs across the board. There is an opportunity to get
one or more of these marker bills included in any congressional
action used to continue the 2018 Farm Bill, or to bring the
government back online.

The Relief for Farmers Hit with PFAS Act is federal legislation
designed to provide financial assistance and support to farmers
whose land, water, or products have been contaminated with
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). The bill would
establish compensation programs for farmers who have
suffered economic losses due to PFAS contamination through
no fault of their own, often from sources like industrial
pollution, biosolids application, or contaminated water supplies.
This legislation recognizes that farmers should not bear the
financial burden of widespread chemical contamination and
aims to provide resources for testing, remediation, and
economic recovery. The bill is modeled after MOFGA and
Maine Farmland Trust’s own PFAS funds.

The Local Farmers Feeding Our Communities Act is a bipartisan
bill championed by Representative Chellie Pingree that would
restore and permanently fund local food purchasing programs,
similar to the Local Food Purchase Agreement Program (LFPA)
that was canceled earlier this year. It allows the USDA to enter
into agreements with states and tribal governments to buy
local, unprocessed foods for distribution to food-insecure
communities. The bill specifically prioritizes purchases from
small, mid-sized, beginning, and veteran farmers, ranchers, and
fishers.

fl
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The National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) November
meeting has been canceled due to the ongoing federal
government shutdown, disrupting critical ~decision-making
processes for the organic industry. The NOSB, which advises
the USDAs National Organic Program on materials, practices,
and policies affecting organic certification, typically meets
review public comments and make
shape organic standards. This
cancellation delays important votes on materials review for
inclusion of PFAS-containing products in compost; policy
updates; and other matters that organic farmers, processors,
and certifiers rely on for guidance and planning.

twice yearly to

recommendations  that

The Strengthening Local Processing Act (SLPA) is federal
legislation designed to support small and mid-sized meat
processors by providing resources, technical assistance, and
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funding to expand local and regional processing capacity. The
bill addresses critical bottlenecks in the meat supply chain that
became especially apparent during the COVID-19 pandemic,
when farmers struggled to find processing slots and were often
forced to travel months  for
appointments. By investing in local processing infrastructure,
SLPA aims to create more resilient food systems, support local

economies, and provide farmers with better access to

long distances or wait

processing services closer to home.

We understand this is a challenging time for Maine's farming
community. Please dont hesitate to reach out if you have
questions, concerns, or stories to share. Were here to support
you and to advocate for the resources and policies our farms
need to thrive.

by

MCS Makes Changes to Fee Schedule for 2026

By Chris Grigsby, MCS Director

The MOFGA Certification (MCS)  management
committee voted in favor of changes to the fee schedule for
MCS, to take effect beginning January 1, 2026. The changes
are designed to cover the continued increases in costs for
MOFGAs certification program. We have seen cost increases in
every aspect of our budget, and as a fee-for-service entity our
only mechanism to cover those increases is to make

Services

adjustments to our fee schedule. We know that any increase in
costs affects you directly, and we've taken great care to ensure
the changes are as modest and fair as possible, especially
considering how other essential costs continue to rise and
challenge the viability of the smaller farms and businesses that
form the heart of Maine’s organic community.

MCS continues to incur more costs associated with providing
USDA-accredited organic certification of operations within our
service territory. The cost of accreditation audits, insurances,
mileage reimbursements, inspection expenses, pesticide residue
testing, overhead expenses, and personnel costs continues to
rise. Due to the 2024 Strengthening Organic Enforcement final
rule, MCS is required to complete more
requirements for all certified operations, as well as supply chain
traceability audits, import certificate changes, and risk-based

verification

approaches to fully verify the integrity of certified organic
products through the supply chain. We tried our best to
balance the fee increases to have the least effect on smaller,
lower-risk operations, versus larger operations who are

inherently more complex, requiring longer inspections and
increased oversight.

The below table illustrates the changes made to the different
tier categories from the 2025 fee schedule. MCS continues to
charge via a flat fee model based on gross expected income
from organic sales only, with additional fees for certain reasons:
supplemental fees, mediation fees, cancellation fees, and
expedited review or inspection fees (as listed on page 2 of the
fee schedule). As a reminder, MCS continues to offer payment
plans to renewing clients who are already certified. For more
information about payment plans please contact MCS staff at
certification@mofga.org or 207-568-6030.

MCS only succeeds as a certifying body when farmers and
food businesses succeed. The MCS staff and management
committee are continuing to examine other models and
structures to set fees as equitably and predictably as possible
to meet both MCS and certifying producer needs into the
future.
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Income at Least But less than New 2026 Annual Fee 2025 Annual Fee
$0 $5,000 $575 $525
$5,000 $10,000 $810 §735
510,000 $25,000 $1075 $975
$25,000 540,000 $1,375 $1,250
$40,000 $60,000 $1,500 $1,365
$60,000 $100,000 $1,625 $1,475
$100,000 $200,000 $1,850 $1,680
$200,000 $300,000 $2,200 $2,000
$300,000 $500,000 $2,890 $2,625
$500,000 $750,000 $3,120 $2,835
$750,000 $1,000,000 $3,465 $3,150
$1,000,000 $1,500,000 $4,045 $3,675
$1,500,000 $2,000,000 $4,840 $4,400
$2,000,000 $2,500,000 $5,675 $4,935
$2,500,000 $3,000,000 $6,325 $5,500
$3,000,000 $3,500,000 $7,360 $6,400
$3,500,000 $4,000,000 $8,625 $7,500
$4,000,000 $5,000,000 $10,120 $8,800
$5,000,000 $7,500,000 $13,800 $12,000
$7,500,000 $10,000,000 $16,100 $14,000
Over $10,000,000 $17,710 $15,400

Table of MCS Certification fees for 2026, alongside the fee per tier for the current fee

schedule of 2025.

NOP and NOSB Updates & Impacts Due to Shutdown

(Continued from page 3)

The fall meeting and required recommendation votes are
followed by NOP rulemaking to either add, remove, or amend
the substances on the list. It's unclear how the shutdown will
impact this process and whether we will see interruptions due
fo it.

Another challenge across the organic sector in the United
States and globally is that the entire NOP staff have been
furloughed since October 1, as the NOP is not considered
essential. This presents issues with the public-private
partnership that exists within the USDA structure and NOP
regulations. The NOP does not actually certify any operation,
but they accredit the certification agencies that provide
certification. A government shutdown of this length has created
scenarios where the certification agencies are not able to
communicate with the NOP on critical issues, including
reinstatement of suspended operations, or verifying whether an
operation has submitted an appeal to an adverse action. In
addition, the NOP regulations require certifiers to submit infor-

mation about certified operations on an ongoing basis to the
Organic Integrity Database (OID). Regulations also require that
certifiers issue certificates only from the OID. We have no one
to contact if there’s a data transfer issue, or an issue with
certificates or the like. Thankfully it has been working well for
the most part, though MOFGA Certification Services (MCS) has
encountered a few situations where weve had to use other
means to notify operations of certification decisions, or to
provide letters of good standing, because we are not able to
procure the certificate for that operation from the database.

The next NOSB meeting has not been publicly announced, so it
is unclear when and where the meeting will take place. We
hope to see information about the next meeting in the coming
months. The spring meeting typically takes place in April. We
will notify operations when we learn more, as the meetings are
public and open to anyone wanting to submit

written comments or provide oral comments. 5 {ON
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The Organic Sprout

2025 Drought Conditions and Organic Livestock
Considerations

(Continued from page 1)

o Send us copies of your 2025 grazing season ration records
along with your 2026 renewal update.

e We also ask that you briefly describe a plan to improve
pasture quality and/or quantity for eligible groups to hedge
against future weather or climate trends and send this with
your 2026 renewal update as well.

In August, MCS sent out a producer survey to all ruminant
livestock farmers on drought impacts, and from the majority of
responses returned, farms will meet the DMI requirements but
some will fall short on the required days on pasture. Rains have
fallen since the survey went out and offered some relief to
farms with the hope of more days on pasture and, just maybe,

another hay cut. New Hampshire

o Drought Status: Extreme Drought (D3)

Al dairy and livestock operations must keep records for the conditions cover about 33% of the state, a

length of the grazing periods and the amounts of supplemental
feed fed on pasture to demonstrate compliance with the
pasture rule. Grazing season records may be used

by MCS to request a variance from the USDA

NOP as appropriate.

Please remember to:

o Keep written records of the amount of dry matter fed to
these groups so that we can calculate and agree upon a
weighted average % DMI and the number of grazing days
for livestock group(s) for the 2025 season (as required by
§205.237(d)(3).

2025 Drought Facts and
Farm Resources

ETL T
o Drought Status: Conditions have worsened
across the state since June 2025.
Approximately 80% of Maine is in some form
of drought.
Impacts:
Low stream levels are a major concern.
There have been 397 dry well reports as of
October 14, 2025.
Dam operators are facing difficulties
meeting minimum streamflow
requirements.
Outlook: Drought conditions are expected to
persist. The October 2025 outlook for
precipitation is normal to below normal, with
temperatures predicted to be above normal.

record high since the U.S. Drought Monitor
began in 2000.

» Specifics: Extreme drought conditions are

concentrated in parts of western New
Hampshire, affecting areas such as southern
Grafton County and northern portions of
Merrimack and Sullivan counties.

e Impacts:

o Low stream levels are a major concern
across the state.

The NHDES Drought Update reports that
approximately 50% of the state is in
severe drought, 21% in moderate drought,
and 6% is abnormally dry.

Extreme drought conditions are

expanding.

Where to find charts and maps
* US. Drought Monitor: U.S. Drought Monitor

provides an interactive map of drought
conditions across the United States, with
state-specific overlays.

Maine.gov: The Maine.gov site offers drought
updates and reports from the Maine Drought
Task Force.

NHDES: The NH Department of Environmental
Services website provides detailed drought
information, including weekly updates, for
New Hampsbhire.

Drought.gov: This site from the National
Drought Mitigation Center provides drought
status updates and resources for the entire
Northeast region.
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https://www.google.com/search?q=NHDES+Drought+Update&rlz=1C5GCEM_enUS1116US1116&oq=Maine+NH+2025+drought+charts&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRiPAtIBCjEyNDQ5ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBVyl4Z-1307S&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDGhegYVMihh69bJ8atofIit2eSUku8DJZyqta2tnkd9ce9QP38L4-zBAxQrhr6e15BbxO8pAkKy4jZlaKea4yMMFQ5ICaSFbAiIGaB6Rkm7JKkMsnsxO1jDVz1oZZcoMrGcAfayejlRpJZydJXpzaJVQd6qHwyzysrH0UPnW_BAWY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjekMax57KQAxWK0PACHU5gOA8QgK4QegQIBRAF
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://www.maine.gov/mema/sites/maine.gov.mema/files/inline-files/Drought%20Task%20Force%20Report%2010-02-02025.pdf
https://www.google.com/search?q=Maine+Drought+Task+Force&rlz=1C5GCEM_enUS1116US1116&oq=Maine+NH+2025+drought+charts&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRiPAtIBCjEyNDQ5ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBVyl4Z-1307S&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDGhegYVMihh69bJ8atofIit2eSUku8DJZyqta2tnkd9ce9QP38L4-zBAxQrhr6e15BbxO8pAkKy4jZlaKea4yMMFQ5ICaSFbAiIGaB6Rkm7JKkMsnsxO1jDVz1oZZcoMrGcAfayejlRpJZydJXpzaJVQd6qHwyzysrH0UPnW_BAWY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjekMax57KQAxWK0PACHU5gOA8QgK4QegQICBAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Maine+Drought+Task+Force&rlz=1C5GCEM_enUS1116US1116&oq=Maine+NH+2025+drought+charts&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRiPAtIBCjEyNDQ5ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBVyl4Z-1307S&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDGhegYVMihh69bJ8atofIit2eSUku8DJZyqta2tnkd9ce9QP38L4-zBAxQrhr6e15BbxO8pAkKy4jZlaKea4yMMFQ5ICaSFbAiIGaB6Rkm7JKkMsnsxO1jDVz1oZZcoMrGcAfayejlRpJZydJXpzaJVQd6qHwyzysrH0UPnW_BAWY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjekMax57KQAxWK0PACHU5gOA8QgK4QegQICBAF
https://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt341/files/documents/droughtupdate-202510.pdf
https://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt341/files/documents/droughtupdate-202510.pdf
https://www.drought.gov/
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USDA Organic Cost Share Update

By Chris Grigsby, MCS Director

MOFGA Certification Services (MCS) and MOFGA have been
working to understand the timing and distribution of the 2025
Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), provided
annually by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA),
due to the delay in congressional funding for the program for
2025. On July 4, 2025, legislation known as a reconciliation
bill titled H.R. 1, of the 119th Congress was signed into law. The
bill funded a few programs related to organic agriculture,
including the organic cost-share rebate. To learn more about
the OCCSP, please visit the USDA-FSA website.

This bill provides funding for the OCCSP at its current funding
level (roughly $8 million per year nationally) through 2031. Due
to the delay in getting funding for this program and the time of
year the bill was signed, in addition to the government
shutdown that started on Oct. 1, we have not, at the time of
this writing in early November, seen any notifications from
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) alerting producers and states
that the funding is available. Before FSA can make this year's
funding available, they must first issue a final rule for the cost
share funding, and a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NFO) to
the states to determine which ones want to continue
administering the program.

The OCCSP is funded through the Farm Bill, which is subject to
congressional negotiation and runs on a five-year cycle. The
Agricultural Marketing Assistance (AMA) cost share is a separate
funding appropriation that has permanent funding through the
Commodity Credit Corporation, and is not subject to
negotiation like the OCCSP is through the Farm Bill. AMA is
available in 16 states where participation in the Federal Crop
Insurance Program is historically low: Connecticut, Delaware,
Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Utah, Vermont, West Virginia, and Wyoming, and is only for
farm-based operations. In 2024, Maine’s organic cost share
payments were a 50/50 split between OCCSP and AMA funds.

We have been hearing mixed messages from USDA-FSA so
far this year, and without congressional action, the AMA
funds that would be allocated for the 16 states may be
spread across all 50 states, and on a first come, first
served basis.

With all this in mind, and the fact that we are closing in on the
end of the calendar year, FSA may end up rolling out both the

2025 and 2026 reimbursements in 2026. We have heard that
FSA has the authority to use the fiscal year 2025 funding even
after the fiscal year ends. We remain hopeful, and MOFGA and
coalition partners continue to be in contact with FSA, but there
is the possibility that 2025 cost share reimbursements aren’t
issued until sometime in 2026. MCS will continue to track the
timing of the 2025 reimbursement and will update you all as
we learn more.

While the funding is welcome news in the short term, the
amount has proven to not be sufficient to cover all
reimbursement requests across the country. MOFGA continues
to advocate for increases to this very important program for
small to mid-size organic producers to ensure that the cost of
organic certification is affordable.

At this time, the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry (DACF) is planning to administer the cost share
reimbursements for producers in Maine, similar to past years.
Our understanding is that DACF will be filing the intent to
administer the funding for Maine when FSA makes the funds
available. MCS has been working with DACF to provide the lists
of producers’ certification fees for 2025, so that they are ready
to start issuing payments as soon as the funding is received.

USDA and congressional leaders need to hear from farmers
directly about the impacts that the cost share has for them, and
we encourage producers to contact their legislators so they are
aware of the issue and impact.

For producers that wish to contact legislators, you
can find your legislative office phone numbers
here:

Senate: senate.govsenatorssenafors-contaci.htm

House: house.gov/representatives

Please contact MCS if you have any questions. We will
continue to provide additional updates as we understand
more about the timing and notice of funding availability.
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