
MOFGA’s Newsletter for Organic Producers     Spring 2025The Organic Sprout

9

By John Welton, Certification & Quality 
Specialist

By John Welton, Certification & Quality Specialist

S tarting on May 26, 2025, Cana-
dian importers/brokers of or-
ganic products will be required 

to provide a digital copy (image) of the 
organic certificate(s) as part of their In-
tegrated Import Declaration (IID), also 
referred to as the Canada Border Ser-
vices Agency (CBSA) “Single Window.” 
The CBSA will assign a Unique Reference 
Number (URN) for each uploaded organ-
ic product certificate. Importers will use 
the URN as part of the submission when 
completing the declaration in the IID and 
may use the same URN for multiple ship-
ments. Declarations may also include 
multiple URNs, as required.

It is important to note that failure to up-
load the required organic certificate as of 
May 26 will result in rejection of the im-
port request. Additionally, discrepancies 
between the organic products declared 
in the import declaration and the ones 
listed on the organic certificate might 
trigger additional enforcement actions 
by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA).

What Does This Mean for USDA-
Accredited Certifiers? 

CFIA will be reviewing the uploaded 
USDA organic certificates for oversight 
and enforcement actions. Therefore, it is 
important that USDA-accredited certi-
fiers issue organic certificates (or certifi-
cate addendums) with an accurate listing 
of certified organic products for export to 
Canada.  

Please contact Jessica Walden at jessica.
walden@usda.gov if you have any ques-
tions. For any producers exporting to 
Canada, be sure to communicate with 
your Canadian customers to ensure that 
they comply with this new requirement. 

New Organic Import 
Requirements for Canada

O n March 22, 2025, the United 
States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) National Organic 

Program (NOP) Market Development for 
Mushrooms and Pet Food final rule came 
into effect. Certifiers and certified organ-
ic operations have two years to imple-
ment the requirements, with full compli-
ance required by March 22, 
2027. This article will focus 
on mushroom production, 
as MOFGA Certification 
Services (MCS) certifies a 
number of producers that 
either grow edible mush-
rooms for sale as organic or 
produce certified organic 
spawn for mushroom pro-
duction. 

The new rule creates new definitions 
for spawn, spawn media, and substrate 
that are different from how MCS de-
fines spawn in our guidelines for organic 
mushroom production. Up to now, MCS 
has considered spawn as distinct from 
the substrate it grows on and from. 

The new definition for mushroom spawn 
specifies that it includes the “[m]ushroom 
spawn media colonized by mushroom 
mycelium that can be used to inoculate 
mushroom substrate.” This definition of 
mushroom spawn points to the new defi-
nition of mushroom spawn media, which 
is defined as “the base material, such as 
grain, wood materials, or minerals, used 
to make mushroom spawn.” And this def-
inition of mushroom spawn media points 
to the new definition of mushroom sub-
strate, which is defined as “the base ma-
terial … on which mushroom production 
occurs.” 

In short, spawn is spawn media is sub-
strate. Since fungi consume the media 
they grow in, the rule now recognizes 
that these three components of mush-
room production become one. 

Further, the new standard at 205.210(c)
(2) requires that any uncomposted plant 
material used in the mushroom sub-
strate must be organically produced, 
except “when a functionally equivalent 

organically produced material is not 
commercially available.” MCS had not 
been requiring substrate material to be 
organically produced, thinking of them as 
inputs rather than ingredients (inputs do 
not need to be certified organic but need 
to be approved for use in organic produc-
tion), much like soilless media for grow-

ing seedlings is never certi-
fied organic but is approved 
for organic use. Thankfully, 
the rule now clarifies an 
organic requirement for 
any plant material used in 
mushroom substrate, such 
as buckwheat hulls, soybean 
hulls, or wheat middlings (or 
midds), so this gray area has 
now been removed.  

F or producers who purchase pre-
inoculated blocks or spawn for 
growing edible mushrooms, the 

rule requires that all spawn must be or-
ganic. Maine is lucky to have certified or-
ganic producers of substrate blocks and 
spawn for producers looking to grow ed-
ible mushrooms for market. Contact MCS 
with any questions related to mushroom 
production or the implementation of this 
new standard. 

UPDATE
On 5/12/2025, USDA's Agricultural 
Marketing Service (AMS) released in 
the Federal Register a proposal to re-
scind the rule and regulations issued on 
December 23, 2024, titled, “National Or-
ganic Program; Market Development 
for Mushrooms and Pet Food.” There 
is a 30 day comment period, through 
6/11/25. MCS is unclear at this time if 
this will change the current regulations 
for mushrooms and pet food, but we 
are providing you with the details of the 
rule changes so that you are prepared 
in case the rule stands.

New Rule: Organic Mushroom Production Standards
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