Dear
Certification
Specialist...

By Jacomijn Schravesande-Gardei,
Associate Director of Crops

Dear Certification Specialist,

I am thinking of branching out and
building more greenhouses. I am unde-
ciduous about what materials to use. I
was wondering if I can axe you a ques-
tion about it? Can you explain to me if I
can use treated wood?

Jack Lumber
Dear Jack Lumber,

I'wood if I could but whenever we receive
a question in the office about treated
lumber I grit my teeth. These questions
are always very difficult to answer, as
the National Organic Program (NOP)
has not been clear on the use of treated
lumber and there are many different in-
terpretations. The NOP published a draft
guidance document entitled: “Treated
Lumber (NOP 5036)” in 2016. In 2025,
this document is still in draft form, show-
ing the difficult nature of this. In 2016,
we published an article in The Organic
Sprout regarding this draft guidance.
Please refer to the major considerations
regarding treated wood below.

Please, as always, make sure to contact
us (even though I grit my teeth) if you are
planning on using any treated lumber for
your farm projects.

Sincerely,
Certification Specialist

Timeline for Obtaining
Certification

Lumber treated with prohibited materi-
als and installed or used for replacement
purposes prior to the operation achiev-
ing certification is permitted, provided
there is no contact with crops. The use of
lumber treated with prohibited materials
does not necessitate a three-year transi-
tion because pesticides in or on treated
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articles are only intended to protect the
article itself. (By definition, the use of
treated lumber on land is not an appli-
cation of prohibited substances to land.)
However, USDA organic regulations still
prohibit the use of lumber treated with
prohibited materials for new installations
and for replacement purposes contact-
ing crops, soil, or livestock. Also, lumber
treated with prohibited materials is not to
be considered a “new” installation when
the lumber was installed on a parcel prior
to acquisition by a certified organic op-
eration (lease, purchase, rent, etc.).

Locations and Uses

Lumber treated with prohibited materi-
als in contact with crops is always pro-
hibited. Lumber treated with prohibited
materials in contact with soil or livestock
is prohibited for new installations and re-
placement purposes.

Examples of lumber in contact with soil
or crops in an organic crop production
area include:

1. planter boxes, raised beds, or other
planting containers where lumber
contacts soil;

2. trellises or stakes that support crops;
3. trellis posts, including end posts and
posts within a row (line posts);

4. stakes or posts placed in soil to
indicate rows or identify boundaries,
next to crops;

5. baseboards in high tunnels in con-
tact with soil, with crops grown in soil.

Examples of lumber in contact with
livestock in an organic livestock pro-
duction area include:

1. components of a living area in con-
tact with animals;

2. walls of a shelter, living area or pen;
3. flooring in housing areas in direct
contact with livestock;

4. corrals and temporary holding pens;
5. perching structures for poultry;

6. feed bunks and watering troughs.

Examples of lumber that does not con-
tact soil, crops, or livestock include:

1. Tables in greenhouses, where lum-
ber has no contact with soil.

2. Baseboards in permanent green-
houses, where all plants are grown in

aboveground containers and do not
contact lumber.

3. Lumber used to support structures
that are isolated from organic produc-
tion areas, including employee/resi-
dential housing, equipment storage
areas, and sheds.

4. Lumber covered with some other al-
lowed material (see “Barriers” below).

Fences

Crop Production. Treated lumber may be
used for fences that are not in contact
with soil or crops in the organic produc-
tion area. Contact is direct contact with
any part of the plant under organic pro-
duction, including direct contact with
plant roots.

Livestock Production. Treated lumber
may be used for fences that are not in
contact with livestock in the organic
production area. Contact is direct con-
tact with livestock under organic pro-
duction. Evaluating if fences will con-
tact organic livestock may depend on a
number of factors, including the parcel
size, the physical terrain, and an organic
producer’s livestock management prac-
tices. Empirical evidence (observations)
about the contact between livestock and
fences on an organic operation can be an
important and valid factor for evaluating
compliance with USDA organic regula-
tions. Placement of fencing that would
result in likely or certain contact between
livestock and lumber treated with pro-
hibited materials would be prohibited by
the USDA organic regulations.

Replacement Purposes

Lumber treated with prohibited materials
must not be used for replacement pur-
poses after obtaining organic certifica-
tion, if the lumber is to be in contact with
soil, crops, or livestock. Lumber treated
with prohibited materials that was previ-
ously installed or stored outside of organ-
ic production areas (no contact with soil,
crops, or livestock) may not be moved
into organic production areas, where it
will contact soil, crops, or livestock.

(continued on Page 13)
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Dear Certification Specialist
(continued from Page 12)

Buffers and Barriers

Buffer zones and barriers, when effec-
tively established, can serve to prevent
contact between lumber treated with
prohibited materials and soil, crops, or
livestock. When contact is effectively
prevented, these are acceptable means
of complying with USDA organic regu-
lations. The management practices and
physical barriers established to prevent
contact must be described in a producer’s
organic system plan. Buffer zones must
be sufficiently sized or designed to pre-
vent unintended contact. Barriers can in-
clude electric fencing, barbed wire, metal
flashing, and untreated lumber (used to
prevent contact between livestock and
treated wood, for example). If a barrier
will not sufficiently prevent contact, in-
stallation of a barrier is not an acceptable
means to comply with USDA organic reg-
ulations. If a barrier is subject to degrada-
tion, decay, or other processes that result
in the loss of effectiveness of the barrier,
the producer must replace, repair, or re-
apply the barrier at appropriate intervals.

A Day in the Life

(continued from Page 4)

materials list. I take a picture of the label
so we can add it to their OSP.

They have already discussed the new silo,
which is for additional sap storage, and it
is under the “changes to OSP” section of
the exit interview. Getting it here must
have been challenging and incredibly ex-
pensive, but investing in infrastructure is
crucial for these operations.

9:45 a.m.
It's time for the exit interview. We've
found one small record-keeping issue
— the producers didn't have the organic
certificate for the canola oil they use as
a defoamer. We also note the citric acid,
adding it to their OSP’s materials list.
When conducting the exit interview, we
emphasize these as “areas of improve-
ment” for now; inspectors dont make
certification decisions. I did their an-
nual review and inspection, so another
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specialist will assess their report and re-
lay official findings.

9:50 a.m.
We answered a few last questions, said
our goodbyes, and are on the road again.

10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Two more inspections are scheduled for
the day. Our next is directly off Route
201, so the commute won't be as gruel-
ing, but they bottle syrup on-site. Most
producers in this area sell their syrup in
bulk to large wholesalers, but a few bottle
and make additional products. Therefore,
the inspection will be a bit more compli-
cated, but it adds diversity to the day.

3p.m.

We arrive back at the house after three
inspections and settle in. I'm starving, so
I warm up leftovers from last night while
we unpack client files. After a break,
we're back to work writing reports and
prepping for tomorrow’s inspections.
This is a grueling trip. I'm happy it’s only
once a year, but I also feel lucky that this
is my job.

MOFGA
Events and
Trainings

hroughout the year, MOFGA

hosts hundreds of events, mee-
tings, workshops, conferences, din-
ners and festive gatherings.

Check the MOFGA Events calendar
often for updates including farmer
training programs, livestock mana-
gement, organic pest management,
orcharding and community events
as well as MOFGA's signature an-
nual events including the Common
Ground Country Fair to be held Sep-
tember 19, 20, and 21, 2025. https:/

www.mofga.org/trainings.
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STAFF
NEWS

here have been some changes

to MCS staff this year. We bid

farwell to Jade Archer, our lives-
tock and maple specialist, in Decem-
ber. Laurah Brown is now the lead
dairy and livestock specialist. Brittany
(Bee) Cooper has stepped into the role
of certification specialist, and Kristen
Walker has taken on the responsibili-
ties of certification specialist - maple
lead in addition to maintaining her role
as a staff inspector. We also welcomed
a new staff inspector, Adele Wise. Ade-
le brings her background in agriculture
and food systems including work on
food access programs and small farms.
Welcome Adele!

Farm & Homestead bay

arm & Homestead Day at MOFGA is

a free day of hands-on learning and

fun for all ages. We hope you'll join
us on Saturday, June 21 in Unity, Maine, for
this year’s event. Consider bringing along
an item for a potluck lunch; an ingredient
for the stone soup; weather-appropriate
clothing; bare-root plants for the plant
swap; items to mend, sharpen, or fix; and
a willingness to dive in. Regular highlights
at this event include tool care demonstra-
tions, blacksmithing and woodworking
workshops, a wide variety of fiber arts in-
cluding plant dyeing, gardening and cook-
ing workshops, bean hole beans, music,
and more. We look forward to this com-
munity-focused offering all year and hope
to see you there! Please visit https: /www.
mofga.org/event-calendar/farmandhome-

steadday/ for details.

Farm &
Homestead Day
at MOFGA
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