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gel, ferrous sulfate, hydrogen peroxide,
nutrient vitamins and minerals, perace-
tic acid/peroxyacetic acid, potassium
phosphate, sodium acid pyrophosphate,
tocopherols, celery powder, fish oil, gela-
tin, orange pulp —- dried, seaweed, Pa-
cific kombu, wakame seaweed.

In addition, the subcommittee and full
board discussed a petition for expanding
the allowance for use of ethylene, cur-
rently allowed for postharvest ripening
of tropical fruit and degreening of citrus,
to be allowed as a sprout inhibitor for po-
tatoes and onions. After a robust discus-
sion, the board voted to request a tech-
nical review, and will bring a proposal
forward for the spring 2025 meeting.

For more information about the meet-
ing materials, final vote tallies, and next
steps, please visit: ams.usda.gov/event
national-organic-standards-board-nosb-
meeting-portland-or.

The next NOSB meeting is scheduled for
April 29 through May 1, 2025, to be held
in person (and live streamed) in Tempe,
Arizona.
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Dear
Certification
Specialist...

By Jacomijn Schravesande-Gardei,
Associate Director of Crops

Dear MOFGA Certification Specialist,

It’s almost time again to order seeds, but
I have a seed of doubt about how to keep
the seed search records that organic
certification requires. I know I have to
buy certified organic seeds but can you
please explain what kind of records I
should keep?

Thank you,
Always Walk on the Brighter Seed of Life

Thank you for this question, Brighter
Seed of Life.

O rganic seed search records are
something that a lot of other people
struggle with. It seems that you are aware
that the National Organic Program (NOP)
rule states “the producer must use organ-
ically grown seeds, annual seedlings, and
planting stock; Except non-organically
produced untreated seeds and planting
stock may be used to produce an organic
crop when the equivalent organically
produced variety is not commercially
available” MOFGA Certification Services
(MCS) asks people to check at least three
seed companies that are likely to carry
organic seed and to do so during the time
of year when there is likely to be invento-
1y in stock. When you find organic seeds,
keep the receipts of your organic seed
purchases for your records. If you save
seeds, make sure that your harvest re-
cords show production of organic seeds.

Records have to be kept for seeds that
you have not been able to source organi-
cally. When people get cited by MCS for
lack of organic seed search records it is
because they don't have records show-
ing the inspector that they have searched
three likely sources and could not find
organic seeds.
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Alot of growers use spreadsheets to track
search records. They add the seed com-
panies they searched for organic variet-
ies and also the conventional seeds they
had to source when organic options were
not available. If you choose to use con-
ventional seeds because of quality is-
sues with organic seed, adding notes on
why you decided to use that seed when
organic seed was available will be nec-
essary. Some growers will print out (or
save a PDF of) Google searches, or other
search engine results, for each of the or-
ganic seeds they were looking for. Other
examples of records include printing dat-
ed inventory announcements or email
correspondences with seed companies.

f you cannot find organic seeds for

crops that have commercially avail-
able GMO seeds (e.g., corn, potatoes,
soybeans, sugar beets), you will also need
to have records from the supplier that
the non-organic seed is not genetically
modified.

Additionally, use your MCS farm plan to
show your seed search protocol. Showing
your seed catalogs to your inspector can
serve as evidence that you are shopping
broadly for seed, but this does not actu-
ally provide evidence of actual purchases
or problems encountered with organic
seed availability.

A record-keeping template for your seed
search can be found at our website:
mofgacertification.org /wp-content/up-
loads/Recordkeeping-Example-Forms
SeedPlantingStock 0720.pdf.

Hope that answers your question,

MOFGA Certification Specialist
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