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M OFGA’s certification pro-
gram, MOFGA Certification 
Services (MCS), had a very 

busy and productive year in 2024, with 
new U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) rule implementation; certifying 
and welcoming dozens of New Hamp-
shire organic producers who needed to 
find a new certifier; hosting our USDA 
accreditation audit; and participating in 
many Transition to Organic Partnership 
Program (TOPP) events through-
out the state. This report highlights 
these accomplishments and shows 
the tremendous impact that our 
region’s farms and food producers 
have on our local and food econo-
my.  

Before we dig into some of the 
highlights, the following is a snap-
shot of metrics at year end.  

Certification by the 
Numbers — 2024

In March 2024, around 60 organic 
crop producers in New Hampshire 
who were certified by the New 
Hampshire Department of Agricul-
ture, Markets and Food, received 
notice that the department was giv-
ing up its accreditation and these 
farms needed to find a new certifier 
by June 30, 2024. MCS collaborated 
with the Northeast Organic Farm-
ing Association of New Hampshire 
(NOFA-NH) to assist these farms in 
applying with MOFGA, and we’re 
happy to report that 36 operations 
have become certified in 2024. MCS now 
certifies 53 operations in New Hamp-
shire within the crop, livestock/dairy, 
and processing/handling scopes. 

USDA National Organic Program 

MCS has been a USDA-accredited cer-
tification agency since 2002, certifying 
to the USDA National Organic Program 
(NOP) standards. Prior to that, MOFGA 
had a certification program, since 1972, 
using our own standards developed 
based on J.J. Rodale’s organic tenants. 

As a USDA-accredited certifier, MCS is 
required to host accreditation and mid-
term audits by the USDA twice during a 
five-year period. MCS hosted USDA for 
our midterm audit in August, and we are 
happy to report that the USDA auditors 
found the MCS certification program to 
be in very good standing, and our qual-
ity management systems, personnel, and 
inspectors all meet the accreditation re-
quirements.    

T he NOP issued the Organic Poul-
try and Livestock Standards 
(OLPS) final rule, which is in-

tended to add significant animal welfare 
standards to the regulations. The rule 
became effective on January 12, 2024, 
and has an implementation date of Jan-
uary 2, 2025, for most parts of the new 
rule. MCS will be making changes to our 
livestock organic system plan forms, in-
spection report templates, and guidance 
to comply with the final rule. There is a 
January 2, 2029, implementation date for 

operations to update poultry housing to 
conform to new stocking rate require-
ments and other significant provisions. 
For more information on OLPS please 
visit ams.usda.gov.

Lastly, the NOP issued new proposed 
rules for mushroom and pet food produc-
tion in 2024. MCS worked with MOFGA 
and coalition partners to provide public 
comments on the proposed rule. This is 

an important step in the rulemaking 
process, as the NOP is required to 
review all public comments and ad-
just the final rule accordingly. Gen-
erally, MOFGA and MCS oppose the 
proposed mushroom rule, as it tries 
to place the kingdom of fungi into 
the existing crop scope, even though 
fungi are not plants and uptake nu-
trients differently. We hope the NOP 
changes their approach and delivers 
a final rule that provides a better 
path forward for this unique king-
dom. To read the proposed rule and 
access public comments, please vis-
it regulations.gov/document/AMS-
NOP-22-0063-0001.    

Looking Forward

As we look forward to the new year 
ahead, we are hopeful that we will 
see another strong year of appli-
cants applying for certification and 
continued growth for our existing 
operations. We are excited to con-
tinue participating in the USDA’s 
Transition to Organic Partnership 
Program. MCS is also working hard 

to make updates to our online applica-
tion and renewal portal ahead of the 2025 
cycle, with many changes to enhance the 
user experience and create operational 
efficiencies for our team. 

We look forward to continuing to serve 
the organic producers and eaters in our 
region and state through our certification 
services and upholding the promise and 
original intent of “Certified Organic by 
MOFGA.”  

MOFGA’s Certification Program Report 
By Chris Grigsby, MOFGA Certification Services Director

Certification by the 
Numbers — 2024

MOFGA Certified Organic Producers — 539
(53 are in New Hampshire).

• Total production categories — 790.
• Mixed vegetable and crop farms — 364.
• On-farm processors — 95.
• Dairies — 54 .
• Livestock (non-dairy) — 32.
• Processor/handlers — 96.
• Maple syrup — 59.
• Wild blueberry operations —56.
• Mushroom growers—19.
• Sea vegetable operations—16.
• MOFGA Certified Clean Cannabis

Producers — 10.
• Total inspections completed in 2024

(annual, unannounced, team, pesticide
residue, additional, etc.) — 697.

• 2024 applicants — 67.
• 2024 surrenders — 49.
• Certified acreage — 73,824.
• $127 million in gross sales reported by

organic producers in 2023.

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic-livestock-and-poultry-standards
https://www.regulations.gov/document/AMS-NOP-22-0063-0001
https://www.regulations.gov/document/AMS-NOP-22-0063-0001
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