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Federal Policy Update in the Face of the Shutdown

By Bill Pluecker, MOFGA’s Public Policy Organizer

I'm writing this as the federal government shutdown continues
to disrupt crucial agricultural services, and I wanted to provide
you with an update on recent developments that impact
Maine's farming community. While uncertainty remains, there
have been several significant announcements in recent days
that deserve your attention as we move forward.

In response to intense pressure from farmers facing
compounding economic crises, the US. Department of
(USDA) October 21  that
approximately 2,100 county-level Farm Service Agency (FSA)
offices will reopen this week with limited staffing. Each office
will bring back two staff members to administer essential
programs, including Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, loan processing, and disaster
assistance. If you have experienced losses due to drought, now
is the time to report those losses to the offices.

Agriculture announced on

This partial reopening provides some relief for farmers who
have been unable to access critical services during the
shutdown. However, it's important to note that this is not a full
restoration of services. The larger aid package designed to
address economic losses stemming from ongoing trade disputes
remains to be determined and likely wont be announced until
after the shutdown ends. Early indications suggest this package
may prioritize soy producers who have been particularly hard
hit, though no official details have been released. With the
potential for a new trade deal with China, there is no telling
what sort of relief program might be available.

The most alarming development of the shutdown has been the
cancellation of the federal funds for Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits in November. At the time of
cancellation, 25 states announced their inability to pay for
November benefits. While some states have communicated
contingency plans, many have not clarified how they will
proceed if the shutdown extends through the month's end.

This situation poses severe risks to our communities and the
local food economy. Many farmers depend on SNAP customers,
and the loss of these benefits would ripple throughout our food
system. Organizations like the Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities have published analysis on USDA's existing authority to
address these issues; if Congress were to pass funding, SNAP
could continue to be paid for even without a full agreement
bringing the government back from shutdown.

MOFGA and our coalition partners continue to advocate for
the potential inclusion of several marker bills in any continuing
resolution that could bring the government back from
shutdown. The last Farm Bill that was passed by Congress in
2018 expired at the end of September. Congress will have to
take some sort of action by the end of the year to ensure that
the Agricultural Act of 1949 does not become standing law
once again. That law would require a dramatic rewrite of all
existing support programs for commodities, possibly raising
consumer costs across the board. There is an opportunity to get
one or more of these marker bills included in any congressional
action used to continue the 2018 Farm Bill, or to bring the
government back online.

The Relief for Farmers Hit with PFAS Act is federal legislation
designed to provide financial assistance and support to farmers
whose land, water, or products have been contaminated with
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). The bill would
establish compensation programs for farmers who have
suffered economic losses due to PFAS contamination through
no fault of their own, often from sources like industrial
pollution, biosolids application, or contaminated water supplies.
This legislation recognizes that farmers should not bear the
financial burden of widespread chemical contamination and
aims to provide resources for testing, remediation, and
economic recovery. The bill is modeled after MOFGA and
Maine Farmland Trust’s own PFAS funds.

The Local Farmers Feeding Our Communities Act is a bipartisan
bill championed by Representative Chellie Pingree that would
restore and permanently fund local food purchasing programs,
similar to the Local Food Purchase Agreement Program (LFPA)
that was canceled earlier this year. It allows the USDA to enter
into agreements with states and tribal governments to buy
local, unprocessed foods for distribution to food-insecure
communities. The bill specifically prioritizes purchases from
small, mid-sized, beginning, and veteran farmers, ranchers, and
fishers.
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The National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) November
meeting has been canceled due to the ongoing federal
government shutdown, disrupting critical ~decision-making
processes for the organic industry. The NOSB, which advises
the USDAs National Organic Program on materials, practices,
and policies affecting organic certification, typically meets
review public comments and make
shape organic standards. This
cancellation delays important votes on materials review for
inclusion of PFAS-containing products in compost; policy
updates; and other matters that organic farmers, processors,
and certifiers rely on for guidance and planning.

twice yearly to

recommendations  that

The Strengthening Local Processing Act (SLPA) is federal
legislation designed to support small and mid-sized meat
processors by providing resources, technical assistance, and
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funding to expand local and regional processing capacity. The
bill addresses critical bottlenecks in the meat supply chain that
became especially apparent during the COVID-19 pandemic,
when farmers struggled to find processing slots and were often
forced to travel months  for
appointments. By investing in local processing infrastructure,
SLPA aims to create more resilient food systems, support local

economies, and provide farmers with better access to

long distances or wait

processing services closer to home.

We understand this is a challenging time for Maine's farming
community. Please dont hesitate to reach out if you have
questions, concerns, or stories to share. Were here to support
you and to advocate for the resources and policies our farms
need to thrive.
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MCS Makes Changes to Fee Schedule for 2026

By Chris Grigsby, MCS Director

The MOFGA Certification (MCS)  management
committee voted in favor of changes to the fee schedule for
MCS, to take effect beginning January 1, 2026. The changes
are designed to cover the continued increases in costs for
MOFGAs certification program. We have seen cost increases in
every aspect of our budget, and as a fee-for-service entity our
only mechanism to cover those increases is to make

Services

adjustments to our fee schedule. We know that any increase in
costs affects you directly, and we've taken great care to ensure
the changes are as modest and fair as possible, especially
considering how other essential costs continue to rise and
challenge the viability of the smaller farms and businesses that
form the heart of Maine’s organic community.

MCS continues to incur more costs associated with providing
USDA-accredited organic certification of operations within our
service territory. The cost of accreditation audits, insurances,
mileage reimbursements, inspection expenses, pesticide residue
testing, overhead expenses, and personnel costs continues to
rise. Due to the 2024 Strengthening Organic Enforcement final
rule, MCS is required to complete more
requirements for all certified operations, as well as supply chain
traceability audits, import certificate changes, and risk-based

verification

approaches to fully verify the integrity of certified organic
products through the supply chain. We tried our best to
balance the fee increases to have the least effect on smaller,
lower-risk operations, versus larger operations who are

inherently more complex, requiring longer inspections and
increased oversight.

The below table illustrates the changes made to the different
tier categories from the 2025 fee schedule. MCS continues to
charge via a flat fee model based on gross expected income
from organic sales only, with additional fees for certain reasons:
supplemental fees, mediation fees, cancellation fees, and
expedited review or inspection fees (as listed on page 2 of the
fee schedule). As a reminder, MCS continues to offer payment
plans to renewing clients who are already certified. For more
information about payment plans please contact MCS staff at
certification@mofga.org or 207-568-6030.

MCS only succeeds as a certifying body when farmers and
food businesses succeed. The MCS staff and management
committee are continuing to examine other models and
structures to set fees as equitably and predictably as possible
to meet both MCS and certifying producer needs into the
future.
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