Dear Certification Specialist

My farm has always squeaked by with using traps for
rodents, but lately the rodents seem to be rattled with
excitement, and I have to make a rat-ical decision. I would
like to use a rodenticide, but I dont know if this plan is
knowledgeable with organic certification. Can you chew on
that idea?

Thank you!

Whisker Me Away

Dear Whisker Me Away,

We understand that rodents can cause serious problems (such
as damages to buildings and crops, food safety issues, etc.) for
organic producers. But the National Organic Program (NOP)
rule has a multistep approach to pest management that must
be followed before making a “rat-ical” decision. Pest
management on a certified organic farm should take a
multistep approach that can be found in NOP §205.271
regarding facility pest management standards.

Level A. First, producers must use management practices to
prevent problems before they happen. Prevent rodents from
causing damage to your farm by removing possible habitats,
and keeping rodents away from food sources. Physical barriers
to food, such as fences, wire baskets, or even trenches and
irrigation can be effective.

Level B. When prevention is not enough, mechanical and
physical controls, such as snap traps or electronic traps, may be
used when level A methods are not enough. Trapping can be
very effective when used with persistence, skill, and the right
kind of trap (there are many kinds on the market). Selection of
attractive bait is also important. Rodents go for fish, oatmeal,
bacon, and sweets, among other things. Select a trap location
inaccessible to children, livestock, pets, and non-target species.
Good old-fashioned predation is one of the best ways to
control rodent populations. Development of habitat for natural
enemies of pests, or a good barn cat, also fits this category.

Level C: When Levels A and B have failed, materials on the
National List may be used. Natural materials, in general, are
allowed. A few, however, such as arsenic and strychnine, are
prohibited. Synthetic materials are generally prohibited, with
Vitamin D3 as an exception. Vitamin D3-containing rodenticides
produce hypercalcemia, making it an effective poison. Rodents
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generally die within two days following ingestion and do not
appear to exhibit bait shyness. However, care should be used
when placing this bait, particularly where dogs and cats are
present, both of which may eat it as well. Agrid3 and Terad3 are
examples of Vitamin D3-containing rodenticides that are on the
Organic Materials Review Institute (OMRI) list. When you have
to resort to the use of approved products, you must keep pest
control records.

Level D methods may only be used if Levels A, B, and C are not
enough to control pests. Level D practices include the use of
insecticides and rodenticides not on the National List. All
must be approved by MOFGA
Certification Services before use, and a protocol must be
written to prevent contamination of organic products.

materials and methods

Hope this helps you in making your decision!

Jacomijn Gardei, MCS Associate Director of Crops
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Staff Notes

There have been some changes to MOFGA Cerfification
Services (MCYS) staff since our last issue of The Organic Sprout
newsletter in the spring.

We bid farewell to longtime staff member Grace Keown, who
wrapped up her time with MCS at the end of July, after almost
18 years in positions at both MOFGA and MCS. Brittany “Bee”
Cooper departed MCS in mid-June, shifting to working for
California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF), another organic
certification agency.

MCS and MOFGA welcome new additions to our team. Hattie
Cookson joins the MCS team as our operations and
administrative assistant, bringing her background in operational
systems to the position. Lily Macone was hired in late
September as a new staff inspector. Lily has worked on organic
crop and livestock farms for several years, in addition to
running her own farm, Crowded Hearth Farm, in Lincolnville.
Additionally, Jordan Andrews has joined MOFGA as data
systems manager, overseeing MOFGA and MCS databases and

CRM platforms. Welcome Hattie, Lily, and Jordan! T
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