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Dear 
Certification
Specialist...
By Jacomijn Schravesande-Gardei, 
Associate Director of Crops

MOFGA 
Events and 
Trainings

T hroughout the year, MOFGA 
hosts hundreds of events, mee-

tings, workshops, conferences, din-
ners and festive gatherings. 

Check the MOFGA Events calendar 
often for updates including farmer 
training programs, livestock mana-
gement, organic pest management, 
orcharding and community events 
as well as MOFGA's signature an-
nual events including the Common 
Ground Country Fair to be held Sep-
tember 20, 21 and 22, 2024. https://
www.mofga.org/trainings.

Dear Certification Specialist,

Can you tell me more about fraud pre-
vention plans? I have been reading about 
them in regards to Strengthening Organic 
Enforcement (SOE), but I am just a small 
grower and I am not sure how this per-
tains to me.

Thank you,
Trust Issue

Dear Trust Issue,

P revention is more effective than 
catching fraudulent activities after 

the fact. This goal lies at the heart of, and 
is a critical element of, SOE. The SOE 
final rule requires that all certified op-
erations, including small farms, maintain 
and implement practices to verify the or-
ganic status of suppliers and products in 
their supply chain. This helps prevent or-
ganic fraud. Collectively, these practices 
are often called a “fraud prevention plan” 
and must be included in an operation’s 
Organic System Plan (OSP). MCS has in-
cluded various questions regarding fraud 
prevention plans in the OSP template.

The scale of the fraud prevention plan 
varies based on the activities, scope and 
complexity of the operation. A producer 
who does not handle another operation’s 
organic products has a lower risk of expe-
riencing organic fraud. Such a producer 
may develop a simple fraud prevention 
plan. For example, an organic grower’s 
plan may include checks on the organic 
status of purchased seeds and seedlings, 
such as keeping the receipts for these in-
puts. If seeds and seedlings are the only 
certified organic agricultural products 
purchased, they would be the only prod-
ucts that would need to be reflected in the 

operation’s fraud prevention plan. Since 
a grower is already tracking this for other 
record-keeping purposes, the fraud pre-
vention plan should not have to change 
anything in the operation. Operations are 
not expected to duplicate work that has 
already been compiled and implemented.
Please also note that non-organic mate-
rials or inputs, like fertilizers, pesticides 
and cleaners, are not included in a fraud 
prevention plan. These products are re-
viewed and approved for organic use but 
are not certified organic — and therefore 
do not need to be included in a plan to 
prevent organic fraud.

H owever, if you are a processor that 
receives many organic ingredients 

from many suppliers, there may be a 
higher risk of experiencing organic fraud. 
Such a producer should develop a fraud 
prevention plan that describes detailed 
practices to detect, prevent, minimize 
and mitigate organic fraud risks through-
out its supply chains. 

If you want to learn more, the National 
Organic Program (NOP) has several free 
online courses in their Organic Integrity 
Learning Center (OILC), including Or-
ganic Fraud and the Criminal Mind, and 
Preventing the Organic Fraud Opportu-
nity. You can find more information on 
the OILC here: ams.usda.gov/services/
organic-certification/training.

Sincerely,
Certification Specialist
.


