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Certified Organic Wild Blueberry Production in Maine —
10 Years of Growth and Continued Market Opportunities

By Chris Grigsby, MCS Director

ertified organic wild blueberry
‘ production has seen steady and

sustained growth over the past
decade in Maine, as shifts in wholesale
pricing have allowed for organic produc-
tion to become more profitable, in many
cases, than conventional markets. In ad-
dition, direct-to-market opportunities,
whether fresh or frozen, have presented
opportunities for Maine growers as the
demand for the authentic wild blue-
berry has grown with consumers and
value-add producers.

Growth in organic wild blueberry pro-
duction and its related markets has an
interesting twist, particularly with the
rise in popularity of highbush blueber-
ries, which dominate the fresh market
and grocery store isles. Still, the au-
thentic and unique flavors of the wild
blueberry have found consistent and
growing markets in the organic sector,
particularly in the ingredient market.
Maine has two large certified organic
individual quick freezing (IQF) proces-
sors, which creates an opportunity for
growers to send un-winnowed berries
straight from the field to the facility.
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
organic rules require that any land pro-
ducing an organic crop be free from pro-
hibited substances for 36 months (three
years) prior to the harvest being eligible.
In addition, any facility handling organ-
ic berries must also be certified in order
for the organic claim to continue.

Maine’s wild blueberry sector has
roughly 41,000 acres in production and
485 landowners, with organic produc-
tion making up 7.5% of overall wild blue-
berry production in the state. With the
wholesale and retail price points higher
(roughly $1 more per pound wholesale
IQF in recent years, and even higher
for freshpack), there appears to be con-
tinued opportunities for wild blueberry
producers to transition to organic pro-
duction.

In 2023, USDA announced an unprec-
edented program to support the transition
to organic for the country’s agricultural sec-
tor, the Organic Transition Initiative. Three
programs were created: Organic Market
Development Grants (to ensure there are
markets for producers to sell to); funding to
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expand Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) support for transition-
ing producers (including yield loss cov-
erage during the three-year transition,
crop insurance, etc.); and the Transition
to Organic Partnership Program (TOPP).
TOPP offers mentorship programs for
transitioning producers and technical
support. The University of Maine Co-
operative Extension received funding
under TOPP through 2027, primarily
to offer additional support and training
for the wild blueberry sector. Led by Dr.
Lily Calderwood, UMaine will increase
its current offerings around organic pro-
duction, including training, videos on
management techniques like burning,
fact sheets, field days and research.
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in 2022. In addition, as of the
end of 2023, there were 3,077 acres un-
der certification. (MCS doesn't receive
pounds harvested data until the fol-
lowing year). The number of certified
organic wild blueberry producers grew
from 27 in 2012 to 55 in 2023. With both
wholesale and retail options for certi-
fied organic wild blueberries, along with
technical support and mentorship pro-
grams through UMaine Cooperative
Extension and the USDA-TOPP pro-
gram, it's an excellent time for blueberry
growers to evaluate if transitioning to
certified organic blueberry production is
right for them. To learn more about wild
blueberry certification, contact MOFGA
Certification Services at certification@
mofga.org or call 207-568-6030. For in-
formation about the USDA TOPP pro-
gram, visit organictransition.org.
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