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S trengthening Organic Enforcement 
(SOE) has come into full effect 
now that its implementation 

date of March 19, 2024, has passed. The 
MOFGA Certification Services (MCS) 
website (https://mofgacertification.org/
strengthening-organic-enforcement-soe/) 
has a helpful page to understand the rule 
changes. The primary motivations behind 
the rule change include making the organic 
supply chain more traceable to prevent 
organic fraud.  To do this, the National 
Organic Program (NOP) has changed the 
definition of what it means to “handle” 
organic products and, as a result, nearly 
all activity within the organic supply chain 
will require certification. 

We strongly encourage all producers, but 
especially those certified to the processing/
handling scope, to familiarize themselves 
with SOE and to direct any uncertified 
businesses they do organic commerce with 
to complete the self-assessment flowchart 
on the MCS website.

There are three things we would like to 
emphasize for MOFGA-certified producers 
in this issue of The Organic Sprout.

Fraud Prevention Plans
SOE requires all certified operations to 
develop and implement improved record-
keeping and organic fraud prevention 
processes and procedures as applicable, 
but the key point to take away is that these 
plans should be developed depending 
on a producer’s risk. Please read the Dear 
Certification Specialist article in this issue 
for further details on a risk-based fraud 
prevention plan. In many cases, compliance 
with this rule won’t require any changes to 
a producer’s practices or paperwork. 

Non-Retail Labeling
SOE requires that all non-retail labeling 
has two pieces of information: 1) a lot 
number that allows for traceability through 
a producer’s system; and 2) that the non-
retail organic product is stated as organic 
on the non-retail label. Previously, lot 
numbers were required but not organic 
status. Now, all non-retail products must 
have both a lot number and their organic 
status listed on the label, regardless of 
quantity or destination.

Organic Certificates
 All organic certificates for every operation 
certified to the USDA-NOP regulations will 
be generated through the Organic Integrity 
Database (OID). Many MCS producers have 
already received copies of these certificates 
and will have noticed the differences from 
the old MCS-specific certificates. The new 
certificates have a USDA Organic seal 
watermarked in the background and also 
have a hyperlink to the specific operation’s 
listing in the OID. This change is intended 
to make traceability easier for the producers 
and to make certificates consistent across 
the many certifiers accredited to the USDA-
NOP. MCS will still create the product lists 
and attach these to the certificates for 
producers.   

T here are numerous other require-
ments set out by SOE, but the 
above are the most critical for cer-

tified producers to know about right now. 
If you have any questions about SOE and 
how it may affect you, please contact MCS 
as soon as you can to talk through how 
your operation might be affected. 
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