The National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) November
meeting has been canceled due to the ongoing federal
government shutdown, disrupting critical ~decision-making
processes for the organic industry. The NOSB, which advises
the USDAs National Organic Program on materials, practices,
and policies affecting organic certification, typically meets
review public comments and make
shape organic standards. This
cancellation delays important votes on materials review for
inclusion of PFAS-containing products in compost; policy
updates; and other matters that organic farmers, processors,
and certifiers rely on for guidance and planning.
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The Strengthening Local Processing Act (SLPA) is federal
legislation designed to support small and mid-sized meat
processors by providing resources, technical assistance, and
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funding to expand local and regional processing capacity. The
bill addresses critical bottlenecks in the meat supply chain that
became especially apparent during the COVID-19 pandemic,
when farmers struggled to find processing slots and were often
forced to travel months  for
appointments. By investing in local processing infrastructure,
SLPA aims to create more resilient food systems, support local

economies, and provide farmers with better access to

long distances or wait

processing services closer to home.

We understand this is a challenging time for Maine's farming
community. Please dont hesitate to reach out if you have
questions, concerns, or stories to share. Were here to support
you and to advocate for the resources and policies our farms
need to thrive.

by

MCS Makes Changes to Fee Schedule for 2026

By Chris Grigsby, MCS Director

The MOFGA Certification (MCS)  management
committee voted in favor of changes to the fee schedule for
MCS, to take effect beginning January 1, 2026. The changes
are designed to cover the continued increases in costs for
MOFGAs certification program. We have seen cost increases in
every aspect of our budget, and as a fee-for-service entity our
only mechanism to cover those increases is to make

Services

adjustments to our fee schedule. We know that any increase in
costs affects you directly, and we've taken great care to ensure
the changes are as modest and fair as possible, especially
considering how other essential costs continue to rise and
challenge the viability of the smaller farms and businesses that
form the heart of Maine’s organic community.

MCS continues to incur more costs associated with providing
USDA-accredited organic certification of operations within our
service territory. The cost of accreditation audits, insurances,
mileage reimbursements, inspection expenses, pesticide residue
testing, overhead expenses, and personnel costs continues to
rise. Due to the 2024 Strengthening Organic Enforcement final
rule, MCS is required to complete more
requirements for all certified operations, as well as supply chain
traceability audits, import certificate changes, and risk-based

verification

approaches to fully verify the integrity of certified organic
products through the supply chain. We tried our best to
balance the fee increases to have the least effect on smaller,
lower-risk operations, versus larger operations who are

inherently more complex, requiring longer inspections and
increased oversight.

The below table illustrates the changes made to the different
tier categories from the 2025 fee schedule. MCS continues to
charge via a flat fee model based on gross expected income
from organic sales only, with additional fees for certain reasons:
supplemental fees, mediation fees, cancellation fees, and
expedited review or inspection fees (as listed on page 2 of the
fee schedule). As a reminder, MCS continues to offer payment
plans to renewing clients who are already certified. For more
information about payment plans please contact MCS staff at
certification@mofga.org or 207-568-6030.

MCS only succeeds as a certifying body when farmers and
food businesses succeed. The MCS staff and management
committee are continuing to examine other models and
structures to set fees as equitably and predictably as possible
to meet both MCS and certifying producer needs into the
future.
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Income at Least But less than New 2026 Annual Fee 2025 Annual Fee
$0 $5,000 $575 $525
$5,000 $10,000 $810 §735
510,000 $25,000 $1075 $975
$25,000 540,000 $1,375 $1,250
$40,000 $60,000 $1,500 $1,365
$60,000 $100,000 $1,625 $1,475
$100,000 $200,000 $1,850 $1,680
$200,000 $300,000 $2,200 $2,000
$300,000 $500,000 $2,890 $2,625
$500,000 $750,000 $3,120 $2,835
$750,000 $1,000,000 $3,465 $3,150
$1,000,000 $1,500,000 $4,045 $3,675
$1,500,000 $2,000,000 $4,840 $4,400
$2,000,000 $2,500,000 $5,675 $4,935
$2,500,000 $3,000,000 $6,325 $5,500
$3,000,000 $3,500,000 $7,360 $6,400
$3,500,000 $4,000,000 $8,625 $7,500
$4,000,000 $5,000,000 $10,120 $8,800
$5,000,000 $7,500,000 $13,800 $12,000
$7,500,000 $10,000,000 $16,100 $14,000
Over $10,000,000 $17,710 $15,400

Table of MCS Certification fees for 2026, alongside the fee per tier for the current fee

schedule of 2025.

NOP and NOSB Updates & Impacts Due to Shutdown

(Continued from page 3)

The fall meeting and required recommendation votes are
followed by NOP rulemaking to either add, remove, or amend
the substances on the list. It's unclear how the shutdown will
impact this process and whether we will see interruptions due
fo it.

Another challenge across the organic sector in the United
States and globally is that the entire NOP staff have been
furloughed since October 1, as the NOP is not considered
essential. This presents issues with the public-private
partnership that exists within the USDA structure and NOP
regulations. The NOP does not actually certify any operation,
but they accredit the certification agencies that provide
certification. A government shutdown of this length has created
scenarios where the certification agencies are not able to
communicate with the NOP on critical issues, including
reinstatement of suspended operations, or verifying whether an
operation has submitted an appeal to an adverse action. In
addition, the NOP regulations require certifiers to submit infor-

mation about certified operations on an ongoing basis to the
Organic Integrity Database (OID). Regulations also require that
certifiers issue certificates only from the OID. We have no one
to contact if there’s a data transfer issue, or an issue with
certificates or the like. Thankfully it has been working well for
the most part, though MOFGA Certification Services (MCS) has
encountered a few situations where weve had to use other
means to notify operations of certification decisions, or to
provide letters of good standing, because we are not able to
procure the certificate for that operation from the database.

The next NOSB meeting has not been publicly announced, so it
is unclear when and where the meeting will take place. We
hope to see information about the next meeting in the coming
months. The spring meeting typically takes place in April. We
will notify operations when we learn more, as the meetings are
public and open to anyone wanting to submit

written comments or provide oral comments. 5 {ON
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