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Maine and New Hampshire farmers continue to experience
severe drought conditions with Extreme Drought (D3)
conditions affecting large areas of both states. The 2025
drought is impacting water supplies resulting in dry wells. You
can find detailed drought maps and data through the U.S.
Drought Monitor and state-specific resources like the Maine
Drought Task Force Report and the NH Department of
Environmental ~ Services  (NHDES).  Additionally, =~ MOFGA
Certification Services (MCS) has a blog post on our website
listing additional resources and programs that the state of
Maine and Farm Service Agency (FSA) offer to help support
farmers through drought impacts.

Despite a wet start to the growing season in the spring, MCS
began receiving calls from producers in the certified organic
dairy community around feed concerns and pasture health by
the end of June. Hay yields were reported down 5 to 40% and
the need to supplement feed on pasture started early in the
grazing season. Farmers found themselves needing to feed
their winter hay reserves, leaving many farms needing to
purchase feed with borrowed money in order to make it
through winter. Farmers are facing tough culling decisions, too,
as they look at the cost of borrowing money to feed the
livestock over winter.

In 2025, several MCS producers expressed concern about
meeting the pasture rule. The requirement of the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture National
A Organic  Program  (USDA-NOP)
v. standards for ruminant livestock is

CERTIFIED for animals to be on pasture for a

minimum of 120 days and a

O RGAN I C minimum of 30% Dry Matter
MOB;G“ Intake (DMI) from pasture.

(Continued on page 12)
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o Send us copies of your 2025 grazing season ration records
along with your 2026 renewal update.

e We also ask that you briefly describe a plan to improve
pasture quality and/or quantity for eligible groups to hedge
against future weather or climate trends and send this with
your 2026 renewal update as well.

In August, MCS sent out a producer survey to all ruminant
livestock farmers on drought impacts, and from the majority of
responses returned, farms will meet the DMI requirements but
some will fall short on the required days on pasture. Rains have
fallen since the survey went out and offered some relief to
farms with the hope of more days on pasture and, just maybe,

another hay cut. New Hampshire

o Drought Status: Extreme Drought (D3)

Al dairy and livestock operations must keep records for the conditions cover about 33% of the state, a

length of the grazing periods and the amounts of supplemental
feed fed on pasture to demonstrate compliance with the
pasture rule. Grazing season records may be used

by MCS to request a variance from the USDA

NOP as appropriate.

Please remember to:

o Keep written records of the amount of dry matter fed to
these groups so that we can calculate and agree upon a
weighted average % DMI and the number of grazing days
for livestock group(s) for the 2025 season (as required by
§205.237(d)(3).

2025 Drought Facts and
Farm Resources

Maine
o Drought Status: Conditions have worsened
across the state since June 2025.
Approximately 80% of Maine is in some form
of drought.
Impacts:
Low stream levels are a major concern.
There have been 397 dry well reports as of
October 14, 2025.
Dam operators are facing difficulties
meeting minimum streamflow
requirements.
Outlook: Drought conditions are expected to
persist. The October 2025 outlook for
precipitation is normal to below normal, with
temperatures predicted to be above normal.

record high since the U.S. Drought Monitor
began in 2000.

» Specifics: Extreme drought conditions are

concentrated in parts of western New
Hampshire, affecting areas such as southern
Grafton County and northern portions of
Merrimack and Sullivan counties.

e Impacts:

o Low stream levels are a major concern
across the state.

The NHDES Drought Update reports that
approximately 50% of the state is in
severe drought, 21% in moderate drought,
and 6% is abnormally dry.

Extreme drought conditions are

expanding.

Where to find charts and maps
* US. Drought Monitor: U.S. Drought Monitor

provides an interactive map of drought
conditions across the United States, with
state-specific overlays.

Maine.gov: The Maine.gov site offers drought
updates and reports from the Maine Drought
Task Force.

NHDES: The NH Department of Environmental
Services website provides detailed drought
information, including weekly updates, for
New Hampsbhire.

Drought.gov: This site from the National
Drought Mitigation Center provides drought
status updates and resources for the entire
Northeast region.
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ORGANIC
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https://www.google.com/search?q=NHDES+Drought+Update&rlz=1C5GCEM_enUS1116US1116&oq=Maine+NH+2025+drought+charts&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRiPAtIBCjEyNDQ5ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBVyl4Z-1307S&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDGhegYVMihh69bJ8atofIit2eSUku8DJZyqta2tnkd9ce9QP38L4-zBAxQrhr6e15BbxO8pAkKy4jZlaKea4yMMFQ5ICaSFbAiIGaB6Rkm7JKkMsnsxO1jDVz1oZZcoMrGcAfayejlRpJZydJXpzaJVQd6qHwyzysrH0UPnW_BAWY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjekMax57KQAxWK0PACHU5gOA8QgK4QegQIBRAF
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://www.maine.gov/mema/sites/maine.gov.mema/files/inline-files/Drought%20Task%20Force%20Report%2010-02-02025.pdf
https://www.google.com/search?q=Maine+Drought+Task+Force&rlz=1C5GCEM_enUS1116US1116&oq=Maine+NH+2025+drought+charts&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRiPAtIBCjEyNDQ5ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBVyl4Z-1307S&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDGhegYVMihh69bJ8atofIit2eSUku8DJZyqta2tnkd9ce9QP38L4-zBAxQrhr6e15BbxO8pAkKy4jZlaKea4yMMFQ5ICaSFbAiIGaB6Rkm7JKkMsnsxO1jDVz1oZZcoMrGcAfayejlRpJZydJXpzaJVQd6qHwyzysrH0UPnW_BAWY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjekMax57KQAxWK0PACHU5gOA8QgK4QegQICBAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Maine+Drought+Task+Force&rlz=1C5GCEM_enUS1116US1116&oq=Maine+NH+2025+drought+charts&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRiPAtIBCjEyNDQ5ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBVyl4Z-1307S&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDGhegYVMihh69bJ8atofIit2eSUku8DJZyqta2tnkd9ce9QP38L4-zBAxQrhr6e15BbxO8pAkKy4jZlaKea4yMMFQ5ICaSFbAiIGaB6Rkm7JKkMsnsxO1jDVz1oZZcoMrGcAfayejlRpJZydJXpzaJVQd6qHwyzysrH0UPnW_BAWY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjekMax57KQAxWK0PACHU5gOA8QgK4QegQICBAF
https://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt341/files/documents/droughtupdate-202510.pdf
https://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt341/files/documents/droughtupdate-202510.pdf
https://www.drought.gov/

